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Library Updates 
 

Friends of the Library Donate $2,000 for the 2009 Summer Reading Program - The Library 

received a $2,000 donation from the Friends of the Messenger Public Library.  This generous 

donation will be used to support programming and incentive prizes for the upcoming 2009 Summer 

Reading Program.  The money was raised by the Friends during the fall 2008 Used Book Sale.  The 

Library Board and Staff appreciate this donation a great deal.  For more information on the 

Friends Group, please visit the Library website and click on the Friend’s link on the homepage. 
 

Library Account Email Services - Stop by the Circulation Desk and sign up for email 

notification with your library account.  With email notification, you will receive an email 3 days in 

advance of items coming due.  You will also be notified by email when an item that you requested becomes available for 

you at the Library.  In addition, overdue notifications will also be sent electronically.  All email addresses will be kept 

confidential and will only be used for account notifications. 
 

2009 Bicentennial Year of the Birth of Abraham Lincoln - The Library has received four (4) Lincoln Legacy Kits.  

The Kits were created by the Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum’s Education Division to assist students in grades 5

-8 learn about Lincoln’s life and legacy in a hands on way.  For more details on how teachers, home school families, 

Scout Troops and others can use these Kits as learning tools, please visit the Library website at 

www.messengerpl.org. 
 

Programming Information Available via the Library Website - Visit the Library’s web site 

(www.messengerpl.org) for a full listing of events and programs available this winter at your Library. 

Messenger Public Library - (630) 896-0240, G. Kevin Davis 

North Aurora Fire Protection District - (630) 897-9698, Chief Steve Miller 

Village of North Aurora Telephone Directory 
 

Village Hall Main Line (630) 897-8228  (www.vil.north-aurora.il.us) 
Regular Business Hours:  Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 4:30pm 

Department Head Department  Telephone Number  

Sue McLaughlin  Administration  (630) 897-8228, ext. 226 

Scott Buening  Comm. Dev.  (630) 897-1457, ext. 228 

Bill Hannah  Finance   (630) 897-8228, ext. 225  

Mike Glock  Public Works  (630) 897-8228, ext. 230 

Paul Young  Water    (630) 897-2662, ext. 229 

Tom Fetzer  Police Department  (630) 897-8705 

Fire Protection District, 2 N. Monroe, North Aurora, IL 60542 -                       

(630) 897-9698  (www.nafd.org) 

Messenger Public Library, 113 Oak St., North Aurora, IL 60542 -                                

 (630) 896-0240  (www.messengerpl.org) 

Village Trustee Contact Info 
President John Hansen (630) 897-8228, ext. 232 

Trustee Dale Berman (630) 569-0042 

Trustee Mark Gaffino (630) 897-8228, ext. 801 

Trustee Mike Herlihy (630) 892-2292 

Trustee Max Herwig (630) 897-6610 

Trustee Linda Mitchell (630) 897-8952 

Trustee Bob Strusz (630) 897-8228, ext. 802 

Village Meeting Schedule* 
 

        Jan Feb Mar 
 

Committee of  5 2 2     

the Whole   19 23 16 

7pm @ Village Hall  �
 

Village Board  5 2  2 

7pm @ Village Hall 19           23  16 

 

Plan Commission  6  3 3 

7:30pm @ Village Hall 19  

 

Library Board  8 12 12 

7pm @ Messenger    

Public Library  
 

Bold means joint Plan Commission meet-

ing with C.O.W. 

*Jan/Feb/Mar C.O.W. & V.B. meetings will 

be held on the same night. 

North Aurora Fire District News and Notes 

The Firefighters Association thanks all those who participated in the Annual Turkey Raffle.  Over 1,300 
people were in attendance at the raffle.  The Firefighters will use the proceeds to fund several community 

programs for kids and the elderly.  On a side note, congratulations to Sebastian Cosma (Goodwin), Kelly McMorris 

(Fearn), and Kyle Licar (Schneider) who each received a bike helmet for their winning home escape plan submissions!  

The new 2009 CPR schedule is now available.  The CPR classes are Heartsaver & AED, Healthcare Provider, and 

Friends and Family.  The Friends and Family classes will be free of charge to residents of the Fire District.  Please visit 

our website at www.nafd.org for more information on the classes as well as registration materials. 

 

 

���� ���������		
�������������������������������������
������������	���
		����

�����


���������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������

�����


��������

Village President’s Report - ���������	�  
 

Happy holidays!  It is mid December and we are definitely feeling the cold weather and snow.  
Please be careful traveling through the Village this winter season, and I hope that you are all 

enjoying the Oak Street improvements.  Thank you for your patience during that important 

project!  I am sure that you are keeping a close eye on what is going on with our national, state and 

local economy as we face some tough challenges.  As a Village we are evaluating all of our spending 

and making sure that we remain fiscally sound through these tough times without having to place 

an unfair tax burden on residents.  We believe that the solid financial planning we have historically engaged in will 

keep us in good shape through these ups and downs.  Along the same vein, it is of the utmost importance that you shop 

locally.  By shopping locally you are keeping your sales tax dollars in the Village of North Aurora.  Sales tax revenue 

partially finances road improvements, police protection, snow plowing, street maintenance, and the construction of the 

new Police Facility.  In other words, when you shop in another community you are funding another community’s 

services and improvements.  To assist you in keeping your money local, the Village has established a local business 

directory webpage.  This webpage is still in its infancy, but we continue to add local businesses every week.  Right now 

the site contains 45 local businesses ranging from construction services to general retail. The web address for the local 

business directory is http://www.vil.north-aurora.il.us/business-directory/index.htm, or you can visit the Village 

homepage at www.vil.north-aurora.il.us and click on the “Village of North Aurora Local Business Directory” link 

located right below the homepage news items.  Please take advantage of this great resource, and keep shopping local. 
 

A special thanks to all those who attended the North Aurora Veterans Day Ceremony on November 11th, the weather 

prohibited us from doing too much, but hopefully next year we will be able to expand on the service.  The Police Facility 

project is moving forward smoothly.  As I am writing this article, the Village’s architect is working on the final design 

package and is hoping to present it to the Village Board on January 19th.  If the project remains on schedule, bids will 

be let (advertised) in late spring 2009 for a summer construction start.  Moving to the Riverfront Project, the River 

Overlook project is set to be bid in January with a February bid opening and March construction start, pending 

weather.  Looking further west, the Oak Street bike bridge (between Cardinal Fitness and the Waterford Oaks 

Subdivision) has received final design approval from IDOT, and the Village is acquiring the necessary easements to bid 

the project in March.  This bike bridge project is being financed by a $201,195 grant.  I hope that you all have a great 

holiday season and I look forward to seeing you shopping at our local businesses! 

Village of North Aurora                  December 2008 

North Aurora Local Business Directory 

The Village of North Aurora has developed a local business 
directory webpage in an effort to encourage residents to shop 

and do business locally.  The site address is http://

www.vil.north-aurora.il.us/business-directory/

index.htm, or you can visit the Village homepage at 

www.vil.north-aurora.il.us and click on the “Village of 

North Aurora Local Business Directory” link located below the 

homepage news items.  Business participation is completely 

voluntary as letters, emails, and phone calls were issued to 

every Village business on record requesting a company logo, 

contact information, and a short summary of the products and/

or services provided.  As of this newsletter, 45 businesses are 

being advertised on the page.  Updating the page is an ongoing 

process, so, If you are a business, please forward the 

information requested above to wkornowske@vil.north-

aurora.il.us and we will be sure to get your information on the 

site.  Thank you for doing business and shopping locally!   
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That the North Aurora Towne 
Center contains the following 

stores: 
 

Bath and Body Works MC Sports 

Best Buy  Michael’s  

Discovery Clothes National Tire and Battery 

Dollar Tree  Office Max 

Famous Footwear Payless Shoes 

Hair Cuttery  Petco 

JC Penney  Sally Beauty Supply 

Justice - Just for Girls Target 

La-Z-Boy  Verizon  

Maurice’s 
 

A portion of every dollar that you spend at these, and 

other local stores, goes toward keeping our roads, 

water mains, sewers, and other Village infrastructure 

in good working condition. 
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Public Information Announcement 

Important Information about Storm Water and Storm Drains 

In accordance with the required public information component of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES), the following information is being provided.  Storm drains outlet directly into the River.  

Please do not dump used oil, chemicals, or yard waste down the Village’s, or any other storm drain.  Impervious 

surfaces such as driveways and parking lots funnel soil sediments, oil, and auto emission pollutants into the River.  By either 

limiting the amount of impervious surface on your property or directing storm water run-off to a settling pond, you are reducing the 

amount of storm water pollution flowing into the River.   

Winter Public Works Reminders 
 

Garbage Pickup 

Garbage days that fall on or after a legal holiday shall be one day late following the holiday for that week.  

Christmas and New Years pickup will be on Saturday, December 27th and January 3rd.  Martin Luther 

King Day will be picked up as usual on Friday, January 23rd. 
 

Christmas Tree Pickup 

Christmas trees will be collected until the end of January FREE of charge on regular collection days.  Trees must be without 

decorations and cannot be in plastic bags.  After the free collection period has expired Christmas trees will require 1 refuse 

sticker visibly affixed to be collected. 
 

Snow Removal 

The priority process of plowing streets is based on street usage and levels of traffic.  Primary streets will be plowed first.  

Secondary streets which collect and distribute vehicle traffic between the local street system and primary streets will be 

plowed second.  Cul-de-sacs, alleys and dead ends will be plowed last as they are very time consuming and the least traveled. 
 

Village ordinances you should be aware of and can be fined up to $750: 

• It is illegal to park any vehicle on the street after a snowfall of 2 or more inches until the snow has been plowed or removed by the village. 

• Pushing, piling or dumping snow into streets violates Village Ordinances. 

• Homeowners need to clear snow around mailboxes for mail carriers. 

• Only Village employees or Village approved contractors shall perform the removal of snow from public streets. 
 

Salting 

Village crews will be applying anti-icing chemicals when ground temperature is 15 degrees or higher.  The salt brine assists in 

melting snow and black ice.  As a result of the statewide salt shortage, Village crews will perform more selective salting and 

focus more on primary streets, major intersections and around schools. 
 

Mailboxes 

If a mailbox is hit during snow removal it will be replaced at the Village expense only if the plow hits the mailbox.  Damage 

occurred to a mailbox by snow coming off the plow will be the responsibility of the homeowner.  All replacement mailboxes will 

be a standard metal box and a treated 4 x 4 post.  If a decorative or different mailbox is desired the extra cost will be up to the 

homeowner.  Mailboxes or supporting structures shall be installed no closer than 9” – 12” from the edge of the street 

pavement or curb. 
 

Street Lighting 

Just a reminder, please report any streetlight not working to the Public Works Department (630-897-8228).  Streetlights on 

wood poles are repaired by ComEd and can be called into the Village or to ComEd at 1-800-334-7661.  Repair services wait till 

they have a handful of calls before they come to service the area so please contact the Village as soon as one goes out.  Service 

may take up to 3 weeks. 

Winter Code Enforcement Reminders 

With the winter weather here, let’s review the wintertime ordinances: 

1. No parking on Village streets after a 2 inch snowfall.  This ensures that the Village 

snowplows can complete their routes as fast as possible. 

2. Please do not dump, shovel, or blow snow into the roadway, if the snowplow came through 

once, it might not be back until the next snowfall. 

3. The heating season is here, and Illinois Public Act 094-0741 requires all dwellings in Illinois to have at least one 

carbon monoxide alarm in operating condition within 15 feet of every room used for sleeping. 
 

Thank you for helping us keep the Village looking good this winter season, and please contact Village Code 

Enforcement at (630) 897-1457, ext. 231 with any questions or concerns. 
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Building and Permitting Update 

Starting January 1, 2009, the Village will require building permits for all driveways, sidewalks and concrete patios 
within the Village.  These will require inspections by the Village to ensure that they are constructed to meet code 

requirements.  The permit fee will be $35.00.  Applications are available at Village Hall or can be accessed on-line at 

http://www.vil.north-aurora.il.us/building-zoning/project-info.htm.  Questions can be directed to the Community 

Development Department at (630) 897-1457. 

Village Crime Statistic Update - Chief Tom Fetzer 
 

Recently our local papers printed articles about area crime rates.  All of these articles did not show our “crime rate” 
in a favorable light.  This is very misleading.  North Aurora experienced unprecedented commercial growth in 2006, 

resulting in a dramatic increase in property related crimes.  In looking at our “to-date” 2008 crime statistics, 2007 

was an anomaly year. 
 

To begin I need to explain exactly where and what these “rates” actually represent and where they come from.  To do this I am going 

to quote liberally from the Crime in Illinois 2007 book published by the Illinois State Police Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting 

Program.  Where I’ve quoted from this publication I will use italics. State statute requires that specific offenses be reported to the 

Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program (I-UCR).  These offenses are known as the Crime Index.  The eight categories that make 

up this index provide an indication of the extent serious crime occurs in the jurisdiction, region or state.  Four of the eight crime 

index categories collected by the I-UCR Program are violent crimes against persons including murder, criminal sexual assault, 

robbery, and aggravated assault/battery.  The remaining four categories are crimes against property including burglary, larceny/

theft (including burglary from a motor vehicle), motor vehicle theft, and arson.  Looking at our 2007 Annual Report you will see that 

the most serious rise in reported crime was in the Theft category.  This category includes a number of offenses, but for succinctness I 

will only show the applicable offenses: Burglary from Motor Vehicle, Theft Over $300, Theft $300 and under, and Retail Theft.  As 

published in our 2007 Annual Report, our theft rate dramatically rose from our normal average of around 300.  Specifically I-UCR 

thefts rose from 296 in 2006 to 455 in 2007, an increase of 159 reported offenses. 
 

Looking back at our theft reports for 2007, I’ve found that 90 offenses covered by this category were generated by new businesses in 

our community.  When these businesses opened we met informally with the larger ones to discuss their crime reporting policies.  In 

all cases their store policies were such that there was a minimum amount that needed to be stolen before police were called.  In all 

cases we asked that they lower that amount to a “zero tolerance” policy.  In all cases, they agreed to this out of the ordinary 

request.  We did this because we need to know what is occurring in order to address problems properly and we want to get a 

reputation of enforcement against crime instead of tolerance for “small” amounts of it.  As I stated earlier, I’ve taken a preliminary 

look at our Crime Index rates for 2008.  Year to date totals show us down in all categories, most dramatically in thefts.  Of the 317 

reported to date, 77 have come from these same new businesses. Growth in commercial businesses brings more reported crime.  Our 

aggressive stance on reporting offenses, no matter how “small” also means a higher reported crime rate.  We have not changed our 

position on this matter and our rates are down this year. 
 

In the various newspaper articles, the writers compared communities and their crime rates.  These rates were taken from the Crime 

in Illinois 2007 booklet.  Page 4 of the introduction to this book reads:   
 

Crime Statistics Interpretation Considerations 
 

When comparing the crime statistics of one agency to those of another, many factors should be taken into consideration before drawing conclusions.  

Some conditions affecting the type and volume of crime are: 
 

• Population density and degree of urbanization 

• Modes of transportation and highway system 

• Effective strength of law enforcement agencies 

• Administrative and investigative emphases of law enforcement 

• Citizens’ attitudes toward crime 

• Crime reporting practices of citizen 
 

Guard against direct agency-to-agency comparisons when analyzing I-UCR statistics. Such comparisons could be misleading unless 

demographic differences between jurisdictions are taken into account. These dissimilarities may bias the results of any comparative 

analysis between agencies. The state of crime within a given jurisdiction is complex and cannot always be treated superficially, as it 

might be in direct agency-to-agency comparisons. In addition, uniform crime reporting statistics reflect “offenses known to police.” In 

other words, these crime counts and rates only reflect information on crimes reported to police, not necessarily all crimes that 

occurred. Propensity to report a crime varies by type of crime and the individual characteristics of the victim.  
 

Quite simply, comparing rates between communities is flawed.  North Aurora has one of the most aggressive policies toward 

reporting crime in our area.  The North Aurora Police Department works very hard at not only making it very easy for our citizens 

and businesses to report crime, but we work very hard at preventing crime and prosecuting criminals when applicable.  These 

articles did not do “justice” to the Village of North Aurora or our police department. 

News from the North Aurora Police Department 




